[bookmark: _sgjmoffzrs27]AoW Questions and Sentence Stems

	Requirements:
1. Typed ½ page (size 12 font), or 1 page hand-written
2. All three of these must be included at least once in your reflection:
a. Include observations about the author’s craft
b. make connections to the text
c.  draw conclusions/make inferences about the text (...and support with evidence!)



[bookmark: _k7y7vmx3ytfi]“What am I supposed to be writing about?”
	You are writing your thoughts and opinions about the article of the week as well as including at least one observation about the author’s craft, a connection to the text, and a conclusion or an inference based on the text. 
	The questions below are there to guide your thoughts. You can write your answers to the questions in your reflection by using the RACE acronym (Restate, Answer, Cite, Explain). You can also use the sentence stems on the next page to begin a new paragraph if you aren’t sure how to start a paragraph.
[bookmark: _bgm8y8x2fqpx]General Questions
· What is worth talking about from this text?
· How can you connect the information in this text to your own life or the lives of those around you?
· What does the text NOT mention that you think would be important to include? Why?
· What strategies did you use in your close reading? How did they help you with your comprehension?
· How well did you read and understand this text? Explain why that is?
· What was confusing or frustrating as you read this text and what could you improve upon?
· What does your work on this text reveal about you?
[bookmark: _ndb3uwsbb31c]Author’s Craft Questions
· What does the word/phrase __________mean in this selection?
· How does the structure of the text contributes to its meaning? How would the meaning change if the structure were different?
· What is the central idea?
· What is the purpose of this text? What evidence do you have to support this?
[bookmark: _jwmlddfyt5j3]Making Connections Questions
· What connections can you make among the text’s individuals, ideas, or events? 
· How do the events or ideas in the text relate to your life?
· What advice would you give to the individuals in this text? What advice would they offer you?
[bookmark: _w1zf7lwyatid]Drawing Conclusions/Making Inferences Questions
· What inferences can you draw from your analysis of the text?
· What evidence leads you to this conclusion?
· What evidence is most supportive of your analysis?
· What did you learn from reading this text? 

	[bookmark: _lbachbs87fe5]Sentence Stems

	[bookmark: _u2u5xq5dn1kw]Author’s Craft
· An example of how the theme develops/recurs in the text is ____________.
· The author uses connotation to _____________________.
· I like the way the author uses ___________________.
· The author uses text features to show____________________.

	[bookmark: _wj90gs974tfm]Making Connections
· I experienced something similar once, when _____________.
· This article reminds me of _____________.
· Like the individual, I also_______________________.
· A similar event/idea happened to someone I know, _____________.
· I agree/disagree with the author’s idea that __________________ because ________.

	[bookmark: _4lw0b1bayeu8]Drawing Conclusions/Making Inferences
· I can conclude that _________________ ...Because the author said______________.
· I made the inference that _______________ based on what the author said.
· The gist of this article is ______________________.
· I think the author is telling me _______________________.



